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1. Name of Property

historic name Iowa Men's Reformatory Historic District

other names/site number Additional Penitentiary; The Reformatory

2. Location

street & number N i (J not for publicationn/a

city or town Anamosa U] vicinity n/a

state ___Towa code __IA county _Jones code _105  zip code 32205

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ﬁ nomination

] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationally I statewide L] locally. ((J See continuation sheet for additionat comments.)
W

yof2372
Signature of certifying official/Title Date /

State Historical Society of Towa
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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4. National Park Service Certification [/
| he:&b{/certify that the property is: & /éignature ofsthe Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. M 2! ’ / /4
[J see continuation sheet. 0 } J«l/ 17 / ﬁ)\

[ determined eligible for the
National Register
[0 See continuation sheet.
] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ removed from the National
Register.

[J other, (explain:)
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ame of Property

Jones Co. IA
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

O private {J building(s)
O public-local & district
&l public-State {J site

[J public-Federal [ structure

(] object

Name of related muitiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

and State Corrections
Properties in lowa

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
18 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 structures
0 1 objects
19 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

none

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT /correctional facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesque
Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _____ Limestone

walls Limestone
CONCRETE

roof CERAMIC TILE

other___ Limestone

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “'x’" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.. ...

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x’" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

0 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(0 B removed from its original location.

(0 € a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
(J F a commemorative property.

[0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

LAW

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1877-1942

Significant Dates
1877

1907

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a

Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
Fost Willi

Liebbe, Henry Franz

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[ State Historic Preservation Office

[xI Other State agency
[J Federal agency
(] Local government
[J University
(1 Other

Name of repository:

Iowa Men's Reformatory
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 15.5 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1'__1_]|ill|1|]1||l|L] 3[L|li111||ltl|]|1|

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2LJ_’LIl|llJ‘l|lllJl 4L_|_J‘|1|111|11|||1|

K1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification e
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitlie _Joyce McKay, Cultural Resources Consultant

organization __private consultant date April 10, 1992
street & number __P.0. Box 258 telephone 608-424-6315
city or town _Belleville state Wisconsin _ zjp code 53508

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name _Department of Corrections
street & number _523 East Twelfth Street telephone _515-281-4811

city or town _Des Moines state _ Lowa zip code 50319

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Description

The Iowa Men’s Reformatory Historic District] stands at the west edge of the
City of Anamosa in Jones County, Iowa. The complex of twenty-two properties,
including nineteen contributing and three non-contributing resources, faces east
toward the city. Enclosing 13.5 acres, the reformatory walls surround all but
two of these resources and define much of the district’s boundary. The
reformatory lies immediately west of North High Street and its residential
neighborhood along the east side. An access road to the reformatory properties
closely surrounds the complex on the south, west, and north sides. The Jones
County Courthouse square surrounded by residences is located south of the
reformatory. The reformatory power plant and metal and stone warehouses abut the
west side of the access road. Agricultural fields lie beyond them. The north
side of the complex also looks out over a rural landscape and several prison
buildings including the former prison cheese factory and the deputy warden’s
dwelling. The district boundaries follow High Street and the reformatory access
roads which tightly enclose the reformatory. The north boundary curves north to
include the cheese factory and the deputy warden’s dwelling.

Part of the Municipal, County, and State Corrections Properties in Iowa multiple
property listing, the Men’s Reformatory belongs to The Auburn Penitentiary
Complex Subtype (la) of the Auburn Penitentiary Property Type (1). The Auburn
cellhouses with the interior, three to five tier cellblocks compose the central
defining element of the type. The Men’s Reformatory .closely follows the
Wethersfield penitentiary plan which arranges the Auburn cellhouses and other
prison buildings in a specific pattern (Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931
[1874: 8, 46]; McKelvey 1977: 16, 28; Eriksson 1976: 62-68). 1In this plan, two
cellhouses flank a massive central building containing the main pedestrian
entrance and such services as the dining hall, kitchen, administrative offices,
warden’s residence, chapel, and other services. The outside wall of the two
cellhouses and center building form part of the front prison wall. The other
walls which may include other cellhouses form the remainder of the front and
other three sides of the rectangular complex. Prison industry buildings stand
inside and along the rear and/or sides of the complex. Other service buildings
usually cluster in one area of the prison. At the Men’s Reformatory, two
additional cellhouses and the hospital, now a cellhouse, are included in the
front or east and south walls. The industrial buildings occur along the rear or
west and north walls. The service buildings including the powerhouse or
maintenance building, gymnasium, receiving or deputy’s building, and commissary
cluster just south of the center building. The vehicle entrance is placed just

1 References in sections E and F discussing the penitentiary reformatory
movement, the Iowa Men’s Reformatory, and the Auburn Penitentiary Property Type
are found respectively on pages: 13-26, 64-93, and 104-116.
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south of the south cellhouse. The 1nterior grounds are planted 1in grass and
bordered with flower gardens. A baseball field and other recreation areas occupy
much of the center of the complex. The grounds in front of the reformatory and
west of High Street are planted in grass and flower beds (Iowa, State Historical
Society of n.d.a; n.d.b). Despite the addition of a factory building and wings
to the industrial buildings, the exterior integrity of the prison complex remains
quite high. However, because the prison program has undergone gradual alteration
since the building of the complex, the interior spacial divisions, design,
materials, and workmanship of the buildings have been altered, particularly in
several cellhouses.

Although construction of the permanent buildings at the reformatory began in 1877
and continued to 1943, the unity of style and method of construction is striking
(Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1904: 1006]; Remley 1901; Iowa Joint
Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-96 [1884). William Foster
produced the original design for the reformatory in the monumental Romanesque
Revival style with some Gothic Revival detailing in 1872 and oversaw some of its
construction (Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1872: 12; 1874: 14, 46; 1880:
8; 1882: 28; 1886: 3). Later architects associated with the building of the
reformatory including Henry F. Liebbe and Henry J. Liebbe continued to design
buildings in this style (Liebbe, H.F. 1899-1927; Liebbe, H.J. 1927-1942). The
low, heavily massed Romanesque Revival was frequently used in prison architecture
(Johnson 1973: 26-28; American Correctional Association 1983: 56). Solid stone
construction using coursed rough- and smooth-faced monochrome limestone blocks
composes the buildings and prison walls except for three molded concrete block
industrial buildings. The limestone was obtained from the nearby state quarries
(see Iowa Men’s Reformatory State Quarry nomination) (Zumbrunnen 1978: 90-91;
Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1874: 12-15, 18, 50-54; 1876: 6; 1878: 4-
5]). The nineteenth century buildings rest on brick or stone arches and iron and
steel beams on posts. Steel beams placed on steel posts and steel trusses
support most of the post-1900 buildings. The repetition of long, narrow windows
with round arch lintels; round, arch entrances; and circular windows and the
horizontal lines of the corbel tables, parapets with low battlements, belt
courses, and heavy watertabling compose the buildings. The regular placement of
these features in relation to major entrances or other foci such as the stepped
pediments provide a symmetrical form. Fenestration often varies uniformly by
floor. The voussoirs around entrances and hood molds with corbel stops add to
the heavy massing. Towers and turrets elaborated with battlements and narrow
buttresses provide a vertical dimension to the otherwise low position of the
form.

Properties in the Iowa Men’s Reformatory Historic District:

29, 5. Reformatory Wall, Guardhouses, and Railroad and Vehicle Entrance
The reformatory wall, the guardhouses placed on top of it, and the vehicle
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entrance which pierces it on the east side count as one structure. The main
entrances to the reformatory occur through the administration building (1) and
the vehicle gate (5) along the east wall. The rectangular, 770 foot north-south
by 755 foot east-west wall entirely encloses the main reformatory complex. A
wall also separates the south yard which includes the Female Department (6), a
cellhouse (7), and the Department for the Criminally Insane (8) from the main
complex. The state constructed these walls during overlapping periods. With the
exception of those sections incorporating cellhouses and the administration
building, the wall around the main section of the reformatory was completed
between 1876 and 1887. The east section of the south wall which enclosed the
Female Department and the Department for the Criminally Insane reached completion
in 1893. During the rebuilding of the Department for Criminally Insane between
1937 and 1943, the south and west walls were extended to the current southwest
corner (Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1904: 1006]1; Remley 1901: 65; Curtis
1899; Iowa Joint Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-96 [1884];
Osborne Association, Inc. 1938: 31-32).

. The segments of the east and south walls which are part of a building are
described under that building. The approximately twenty-two foot high, rough-
faced coursed ashlar limestone wall measures from six feet wide at the base to
four feet at its top. It rests on a deep, random rubble and concrete foundation.
Cellhouses and the administration building compose the east wall. The north wall
steps down the hillside to the northwest corner of the prison. The wall is
supported by buttresses along its exterior and completed with a stone coping and
dentils. The west wall is constructed in the same manner. The prison closed the
west wagon gate through which railroad cars exited at the south end of the west
wall. The buttresses and dentils below the coping cease south of the closed
gate. Along the southwest corner, double recesses embellished with quoins and
placed on a low belt course break up the west wall south of the gate and the
south wall west of the Department for Criminally Insane (8). The Department for
Criminally Insane (8), a cellhouse (7), and the south end of the Female
Department (6) compose the east end of this wall. A steel fence runs along the
top of the wall. Five steel guardhouses (29) sit on eight-sided, stone towers and
in some instances on a stone pedestal at the northeast, northwest, and southwest
corners of the wall and on the wall which separates the south yard from the rest
of the reformatory. The interior wall contains a mix of smooth- and rough-faced
ashlar stone and is finished with stone coping and dentils. Added by 1937 to
1943, two square~headed entrances connect the two yards. Several other entrances
were closed. The closing of entrances and replacement of the stone with steel
guardhouses constitute the primary alterations.

Part of the reformatory wall, the vehicle entrance (5) was completed during the
construction of the Female Department between 1898 and 1899 (6). The rough-
faced, coursed ashlar limestone entry opens into a 14 by 21 foot, open sally port
closed with a chain link fence and protected with a steel guardhouse. The east
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- Stone brackets are placed under the coping of the wall above the opening.
Elaborated with battlements, a tower stands on either side of the entrance. The
tower immediately over the gate was removed, and a metal door now replaces the
original gate. Remodeling of the sally port including the addition of the fence
occurred in 1977.

1, 3. Administration Building and Center Building

Because the Administration Building and Center Building are joined, were erected
during the same period, and share many of the same architectural characteristics,
they are counted as one building. Built in phases between 1892 and 1902, the
administration building is the architectural focus of the reformatory complex.
This building in particular displays Gothic Revival decorative elements (Iowa
General Services Administration 1884-1979 [plan, 1898]; Iowa, State of 1857-1931
[1896: 39, 49; 1898: 5; 1900: 969-71; 1902: 687-92; 1904: 99]; Curtis 1899; Iowa
Joint Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-1896 [1894]).
Measuring approximately 50 by 80 feet, the administration building with the guard
hall behind it includes three stories, a basement, and a two story tower. The
smooth~faced, coursed ashlar limestone walls rest on a limestone foundation, and
its hip roof is covered with ceramic tile. The elaborately detailed and
symmetrically composed building faces east toward High Street. Windows and doors
are symmetrically arranged around the central entrance placed in the slightly
projecting, three story pavilion. A fanlight is placed over the double, steel
entry door. Windows have segmental arched lintels along the first floor and hood
moldings with corbel stops on the upper floors. Most windows contain 1/1, double
hung wood frames except for the first floor of the north and south elevations
which have steel frames.

The two story porch across the facade and the building’s elaborate cornice,
parapet, tower, and turrets embellish the exterior of the building. Corinthian
columns support the arched frieze of the porch on the first level. The columns
rest on a decorative, open rail elaborated with carved urns and circular
openings. The porch floor is marble. Elaborated with battlements, the porch’s
second story roof rests on steel posts. A decorative stone rail closes its north
and south ends. Carved stone lions rest along the porch’s stone entrance stairs.
Low, free-standing carved stone posts also mark its entry. Battlements and a
corbeled cornice embellish the building’s eaves. An elaborate string course
occurs over the front, third floor windows. The two story, octagonal, tower is
centered over the pavilion. It supports battlements and octagonal turrets with
battlements. Added in 1929 and 1958 respectively, the south and north, one story
additions were constructed in a manner stylistically compatible to the rest of
the building (Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1932: 7]; Iowa, State of [IA
Docs.] 1857-1931 [1931: 7]; Iowa Executive Committee 1925-55). A smaller version
of the elaborate railing along the porch is carried as a parapet along these
additions. Composed of rough-faced, coursed ashlar stone, the connecting guard
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. hooded windows. The roof of this three story guard’s hall is capped with two
octagonal towers elaborated with battlements and a corbeled cornice. Hood
moldings and corbel stops embellish the towers’ windows.

The three floors of the portion of the administration building projecting beyond
the reformatory walls contains offices of the warden and his support staff, the
prison industry offices, and the guard training area. The control center stands
at the end of the connecting hall in the guard hall. The main center halls
contain marble floors and baseboards and hanging stairs. Terrazzo covers many
other visible floors and baseboards. Oak and mahogany woodwork trim windows and
doorways. Double door entrances with fanlights above divide some of the hallways
and provide entrances into the more elaborate rooms. Other doorways are finished
with an entablature and overlight. The marble fireplace in the warden’s office
is embellished with corinthian columns on either side.

Exterior alterations include the two stylistically compatible side additions
erected in 1929 and 1958 and the removal of the cupola above the guard hall in
1961. Offices occupy the warden’s former residence on the second floor, and they
have replaced several formal reception rooms on the first floor. Some ceilings
are dropped, wall board obscures some of the plaster walls, and office partitions
have been added. Alterations in this building are not visually distracting.

Erected between 1892 and 1899, the center building stands behind or west of the
administration building and its guard hall (Iowa, State of 1857-1931 [1896: 39,
49; 1898: 5; 1900: 969-71; 1902: 687-92; 1904: 99]; Curtis 1899; Iowa Joint
Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-1896 [1894]). With its three
wings projecting to the west, the building’s form is E-shaped. The two story,
approximately 42 by 112 foot, rough-faced, ashlar limestone building contains two
stories over the basement. Asphalt covers the intersecting flat, hip, and gable
roof. The horizontally and vertically aligned fenestration is the primary
decorative and compositional feature of the building. Circular windows separate
the first and second story double hung, 6/6, windows with round arch lintels and
sides -accented with dentils. Their lug sills are finished with pendants at
either end. The main entrance to the building is through the guard hall of the
administration building. Additional entrances in each wing parallel the round
arch window openings in design. Their fanlights are covered. The simple
cornice, three rows of windows and plinth at the base organize the building
horizontally. Quoins define the edges of the building. Additional detailing
includes the circular window with intricate, circular designs in the center of
the west end of the center wing, the location of the chapel. Chimneys are
corbeled. The 1912, one story wing at the end of the north wing is finished with
square headed and circular windows elaborated with dentils. Quoins, cornices
with dentils, and stepped parapets along the ends of the wing add further
detailing. \
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Many of the original functions of the center building remain. The dining hall
on the first floor and the chapel on the second occupy the center wing. The
kitchen and offices occur in the north wing and the auditorium and recreation
hall are placed in the south wing. Offices and storage rooms are also located
in this building. Interiors are primarily finished with plaster except for
tiling in dining room and kitchen areas. The wood trim around windows and doors
is plain. The building contains both tile and hardwood floors.

Exterior alterations to the original building include the extension of the dining
hall in a one story wing to the north about 1935-1937 and the closing of windows.
On the interior, many ceilings have been dropped, the dining hall and kitchen
underwent remodeling beginning in 1920 and in 1933, some spaces have been
remodeled to new functions, and the fresco art work applied to the walls of the
chapel about 1900 has been covered (Osborne Association, Inc. 1938: 38, 42; Iowa
Men's Reformatory n.d. [1930-35]; Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1921: 3];
Iowa Board of Control 1934-42 [1934: 91]).

2. North Cellhouse

Erected in phases between 1896 and 1910, the rough-faced, coursed, ashlar
limestone walls of the north cellhouse rest on a rubble limestone foundation
(Iowa General Services Administration 1884-1979 [plans, 1898]; Iowa, State of [IA
Docs.] 1857-1898 [1896: 5, 49]; Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [ 1910: 4]; Iowa
Joint Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-1896 [1896]). A rubber
membrane now covers the flat roof. The building measures 52 by 192 feet. Its
east and north walls form parts of the east and north reformatory walls. The
east elevation is organized around a center, stepped pediment with "1902" in the
date block. It includes a repetitive series of four long, narrow, round arch
windows placed below circular windows and separated by buttresses. Dentils, a
keystone, and lug sills with pendants at either end elaborate the windows. The
steel, hopper type windows are barred. A five-sided tower placed on a square
base and elaborated with battlements separates each repetitive grouping.
Battlements and the corbel table below the cornice occur between the towers. The
battlements, cornice, corbel table, and tower are carried to the north elevation.
A repetition of four narrow windows placed between six five-sided towers arrange
the west elevation. This decorative composition resembles the one along the east
elevation. All but the north tower lack their battlements. A cornice elaborates
the eaves.

The first floor of the interior contains the visiting room at the south end and
the hospital at the north end. The south half of the second floor includes
consultation offices while the north end contains two floors of fifty-eight 7 by
14 foot cells designated as Living Unit A.

Except for the roof covering which was first altered in about 1929 (Iowa, State
of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1931: 7]) and the multi-story, stone entry along the



NP8 Form 10-800- OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

Nationai Register of Historic Piaces oV !en s Reformatory

Historic District

Continuation Sheet Jones Co., IA

7 7
Sectonnumber _____ Page

west elevation, the exterior of the north cellhouse remains unchanged. However,
after the condemning of its interior in the 1960s, the state removed the original
cellblock and divided the building into floors and rooms with wallboard
partitions. Ceilings were dropped and door frames altered. The solid steel
plate cells located along the walls of the north end of the cellhouse replaced
the two ranges of four tiers of 340 5 by 8 foot cells.

4. South Cellhouse

Erected between 1877 and 1881, the size, materials, and decorative detailing of
the south cellhouse closely resembles the north cellhouse (2) (Iowa, State of [IA
Docs.] 1857-1931 [1904: 1006]; Remley 1901: 65; Iowa Joint Committee to Visit the
Additional Penitentiary 1874-1896 [1884]; Osborne Association, Inc. 1938: 31-32).
However, copper roofing covers the north half of the cellhouse while asphalt
protects the south half. The date block reads "1880." The interior of the
cellhouse is finished with concrete walls and ceiling. The cellblock contains
four tiers of interior cells measuring about 4.5 by 9.25 feet. Each tier above
the first is accessed by a gallery. The 320 concrete cells are closed with
barred doors locked with a double lock system operating individual locks and a
master system. Alterations include replacement of the ceiling arches and roof
in 1901, replacement of the stone with concrete cells, the changing of the window
frames, and the updating of the lock systenm.

6. Female Department

Erected in phases between 1884 and 1900, the rough-faced, coursed, ashlar
limestone walls of the Female Department rest on a rubble limestone foundation
(Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1886: 3-6; 1902: 691-96; 1904: 1005}; Iowa
Joint Committee to Visit the Additional Penitentiary 1874-1896 [1884; 1886; 1888;
1890; 1894]). Measuring 48 by 132 feet, the building contains four floors and
a basement. Ceramic tile covers the hip roof. The building originally faced
east to High Street. A center, projecting, pedimented pavilion reaching the
height of the building is embellished with battlements and turrets along its
parapet and includes a date and name block stating: "1891/FEMALE DEPT." The
gable’s corbel table displays. a zigzag panel. This same treatment is carried
along the front and around the remainder of the building. Centered along the
pavilion, the main entrance with round arch lintel is flanked by pilasters. A
shallow, stone porch protects it. Symmetrically placed along the east wall on
either side of the pavilion, long, narrow, windows with round arch lintel and
niches following a similar shape are both embellished with dentils and keystones.
Three similar niches compose the south elevation, and four similar windows open
the north elevation. These long windows are rather irregularly placed along the
west elevation. The west or rear entrance has a segmental arch lintel with
keystone and double doors. The steel, hopper windows are barred and are placed
along a continuous sill. Towers placed on a square base and embellished with
battlements mark each corner of the building. The building’s five chimneys are
also detailed with battlements.
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The nortn two-thirds of each floor are now divided 1nto offices and training
rooms for the vocational school. Partitions are wall board; walls are plastered;
ceilings are dropped; and floors are covered. Placed at the south end of the
building, the four cell levels are separated by floors and placed against the
east and west walls with a hall between. Except on floor three where cells are
8 by 10 feet, they measure 5 by 8 feet. Hobby-crafts and storage occupy the
basement.

The Female Department has undergone some significant alterations. The two story
porch at the front entry was removed in 1978. A steel porch roof now protects
the west entrance. Several exterior steel doors and entrances were added, and
several windows were truncated. In 1968, the state completely renovated the
interior by placing offices at the north end and cells at the south end. Prior
to this renovation, female prisoners occupied the building until 1918 and the
state placed federal female prisoners in it briefly about 1920. When
overcrowding began in the 1920s and 1930s, the state placed dormitories in the
building. The state converted the building to hospital space during the

. construction of the new hospital (8) between 1937 and 1943 (Anamosa Journal 1930
[3/13]; Osborne Association, Inc. 1938: 31-32; Iowa Department of Social Services
1983; Iowa Executive Council 1925-57; Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1929:
6; 1931: 7).

7. New Cellhouse .

Placed along the south reformatory wall just west of the Female Department, what
was referred to as the new cellhouse or Living Unit B faces north. Erected
between 1930 and 1932, the rough-faced, coursed, ashlar limestone walls of the
cellhouse stand on a rubble limestone and concrete foundation (Anamosa Journal
1930 [3/13]; Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1930: 5; 1932: 4-5; Iowa General
Service Administration 1884-1979 [plan, 1930]). Ceramic tile covers its hip
roof. A central pavilion provides the architectural focus of the building.
Quoins define the edges of the pavilion. Two towers embellished with battlements
and placed on square bases enframe the pavilion. Four turrets with battlements
are placed along the parapet of the pavilion. Windows along the first and third
levels of the pavilion are finished with round arch lintels while the center row
has square-headed windows. Three small turrets and battlements embellish the
projecting first story of the pavilion. The centered, main entrance with
fanlight is closed with a brass, double door. Like the other cellhouses, the
north and south elevations of the building are composed of long, narrow windows
with round arch lintels and keystone. Their sides are embellished with dentils.
Lug sills with pendants at each end complete the windows. Bars cover the steel,
hopper windows. They stand above a plinth and below a cornice and a corbel table
with a decorative zigzag panel. Towers with battlements occur at each corner of
the cellhouse.

Measuring 47 by 240 feet, the cellhouse contains two ranges of five tiers of
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interior cells. The 320 6 by 7.75 foot cells are finished with concrete, and
their doors composed of steel grillwork. The doors are locked with a central,
selective locking system. Providing access to each tier, the galleries are
entered from the center pavilion which also contains the guard rooms. The
alteration of several window frames and the central control area constitute the
major changes to the building.

8. Department for the Criminally Insane

Constructed between 1937 and 1943 (Iowa Board of Control 1934-42 [1940: 160;
1942: 137]; Iowa General Services Administration 1884-1979 [plans, 1936; 1940;
1941]; Osborne Association, Inc. 1938: 30-32), the current building replaces the.
building erected for the Department for the Criminally Insane between 1884 and
1888 (Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-1931 [1886: 3-6; 1888: 3-5; 18%0: 3-7]).
Containing three stories and a basement, the building measures 50 by 248 feet.
Its rough-faced, coursed ashlar limestone walls rest on a rubble limestone and
concrete foundation. Ceramic tile covers its hip roof. The decorative detailing
of this building closely resembles the adjacent cellhouse (7) with several
exceptions. The date block states: "HOSPITAL 1937." The double main entrance
door is wood. The decorative detailing of the exposed west elevation parallels
the south or rear elevation.

Interior floors, ceilings, and walls are finished with concrete. The pavilion
provides access to upper floors. Divided by floors for the first three stories
and placed along the outside wall rather than in the center of the cellhouse,
most cells measure approximately 10 by 12 feet. Their interiors are finished
with concrete. The fourth floor represents a second tier to the third. Here,
a gallery accesses the interior, 6 by 8 foot cells.

The exterior of the building has undergone little change. The southwest tower
no longer carries its battlements. The state removed the the former Department
of Criminally Insane to Oakdale in 1969. Changing its function from the
reformatory hospital to a cellhouse, the state extensively remodeled the interior
to a cellhouse in 1979.

10. Greenhouse

The walls and roof of the 42 by 85 foot greenhouse are composed of a steel frame
containing glass blocks. The building rests on a molded concrete block
foundation. A small entryway of similar construction occurs in the center of its
front or west elevation, and a rear addition was erected in 1987-1989. The
interior contains five planters and a rear work room. This greenhouse replaced
an earlier one at this location. Although the date of construction is not clear,
the building probably post-dates 1942 and is therefore noncontributing (Iowa,
State Historical Society of n.d.b).
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11. Industrial Building: Shop No. 3

" The construction of shop no. 3 occurred in multiple phases. The building now
faces south. The southeast wing dates to 1910, the first floor of the southwest
wing to 1912-1913, the second floor of this wing to about 1920, and the north
wing to 1965. The 1965 section probably replaces the one story northwest wing
built between 1920 and 1928 and the 1940 cannery addition (Sanborn-Perris Map Co.
1928; Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1914: 9; 1920: 152; 1934: 42; 1940: 160];
Iowa, State Historical Society of 1942).

Oriented to the south, the two story building measures 131.5 by 130 feet. While
the south section stands on a rubble limestone foundation, the north section
rests on a concrete foundation. Rough-and smooth-faced, coursed ashlar limestone
compose the walls of the south three sections, and a stone veneer covers the
north concrete block addition. Except for the asphalt roof covering the gable
roof of the southeast section, a flat roof with tar and gravel is placed over the
remainder of the building. The original southeast section is solid masonry,
clear span construction. The section to the southwest is post and steel beam
construction. Steel roof trusses support the floor and roof of the north
section,

The building presents a varied facade. The steel windows in the south section are
symmetrically placed and square-headed except for the circular windows along the
second floor of the original southeast wing. All these windows are elaborated
with dentils. The southeast section of the building has a stepped parapet at its
north and south ends, a cornice with dentils, and quoins along the exposed
corners. The symmetrical repetition of openings and the coping across the south
facade of the southwest section composes this section of the building.

The interior is unfinished and floors are concrete. Almost completely open, the
first floor is devoted to the manufacture of license plates while the second
which is divided into two sections contains the print shop and blood plasma. A
balcony between the floors contains the office and elevator. Specific functions
have varied considerably through time. In the past, the apron, sheet metal
roofing and gutter, tailor, and canning industries have occupied this building.

The building has experienced a number of alterations. The 1965 addition of the
large rear wing which replaced the two earlier wings constitutes the major
change. Alteration to the original southeast section caused by the addition of
the southwest section documents the growth of industry at the prison. Additional
exterior changes which occurred in the southeast section include the replacement
of the south door and overlight, the addition of a second floor door, and the
replacement of the first floor door. Some interior walls have also been removed
to enlarge shop space. Yet, the industrial function of the building remains
recognizable.
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12. Industrial Building: Shop 3 Annex

Erected in 1912, shop 3 annex is oriented south with the main entrance in the
gable end (Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1914: 9]). The building is
constructed of rough-faced, coursed ashlar limestone masonry walls. Asphalt
covers the shallow, gable roof. The 50 by 102 foot building contains two
stories. Post and steel beam construction supports the second floor while the
roof rests on steel beams. Steel frames with forty lights compose each window.
The symmetrical placement of the double windows along the elevations and facade
and the central main entrance compose the building. The single window above the
entrance has a flat lintel with keystone while the main entry has a round arch
lintel with keystone and dentils. Additional decorative elements include the
stepped parapet of the front gable which is finished with corner blocks. The
name block at its center states: "SHOP/NO. 3" while the date block below states:
"1916." Quoins define the edges of the building, and a watertable separates the
building from its smooth-faced, coursed ashlar limestone and concrete footings.
The interior of the building is finished with concrete.

The sign shop annex occupies the first floor while the second contains custom
woodworking. Each floor is divided into a main workroom and several smaller
rooms. A guard’s balcony occurs at the south end of the first floor. In the
past, the building also contained the tailoring and apron industries.

Building alterations include the partial closure of the main entrance, the
closing of the window above, the alteration of glass in several of the other
windows, and the addition of a one story, limestone ell along the west elevation.
This addition sits back from the front of the building and connects to shop no.
4 to its west.

13. Industrial Building: Shop No. 4

Constructed in 1924-1925, the molded cement block walls of the 50 by 102 foot
shop no. 4 stand on a poured concrete foundation (Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934
[1926: 4]; Iowa Executive Council 1925-57 [contract]). Asphalt covers the low
pitched, gable roof. A system of posts and steel beams and posts and steel
trusses carry the second floor and roof. Double, steel, hopper windows are
regularly placed along the building. Lintels and sills are concrete. The south
facade is symmetrically composed. Double windows flank the entry on the first
floor and the single window on the second. The gable carries a low parapet which
ends in concrete corner blocks. A block in the center displays an incised,
curvilinear design belonging more to the Art Deco style than the Romanesque
Revival. The date block over the entry indicates: "1924." Quoins define the
corners of the building, and there is a concrete watertable. An elevator shaft
projects through the roof along the west elevation.

The building’s interior walls remain unfinished while the floor and ceiling are
concrete. Occupied by the sign shop, both floors contain a single, main room.
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This industry and previously the manulacture or license plates have occurred this
building since 1925,

Exterior alterations include the low, connecting wing to the shop 3 annex (12),
the closure of windows along the second floor, the blocking of several windows
along the first, and the closing of the overlight. The main door was replaced.

14. Industrial Building: Shop No. 5

Erected in 1926, shop no. 5 closely resembles shop no. 4 in materials, size, and
design (lowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1928: 4]; Iowa, State of 1857-1931
[1927: 241). Exterior variations include the absence of a date block.
Constructed with the same materials and decorative corner block, the one story
west addition was erected in 1932 (Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1932: 5]).
The interior support system and finishing materials are also similar. The first
floor contains a single main room and one smaller room while the second floor is
open. Currently the laundry and soap shop, the building historically contained
the shoe-making shop, the soap shop, and automobile repair shop. The closing of
many of the openings and addition of one entrance along the front facade
constitute the major alterations affecting this building.

16. Industrial Building: Shop No. 7

Constructed in 1932, shop no. 7 also closely resembles shops nos. 4 and 5 (Iowa,
State Historical Society of 1942; Iowa Board of Control 1898-1934 [1932: 5]).
Variations include the overhead doors on either side of the main entrance along
the south facade; the concrete, outside entrance to the east; and the two story,
steel-sided addition along the west elevation. The date block above the main
entry states: "1932." The first floor, the auto body and vocational welding
shop, contains three main rooms and three smaller rooms at the center of the
building. The tire recapping shop on the second floor has a single main room and
a second room above the addition. Alterations include the 1962 entry along the
east elevation, the 1985-1986 addition and the elevator shaft along the west
elevation, replacement of the overhead doors, and the closing of many of the
first floor windows along the east elevation and one window along the south
facade. In addition to vehicle repair, shop no. 7 once housed the sheet metal
industry and a smoking and chewing tobacco industry.

17. Furniture Industries Building

Placed at the rear of the prison yard between shops nos. 16 and 18, a low, one
story, concrete building with flat roof contains the furniture industry. The
state erected the building in 1983.

18. Industries Building: Shop No. 2

Constructed in 1903, the 53 by 163 foot, two story, random rubble limestone
building rests on a rubble limestone foundation (Iowa, State of [IA Docs.] 1857-
1931 [1902: 89; 1904: 989, 999, 1006]). Asphalt covers its low-pitched, gable
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roof. Stone arch and post and steel beam construction support the solid masonry
building. Smooth-faced, coursed ashlar limestone composes much of the trim. The
double, horizontally and vertically aligned steel windows flank a central
projecting pavilion. Its stepped parapet contains a name block stating: "SHOP
NO. 2." Three long, narrow recesses in the pavilion contain three windows on the
second floor. The Gothic Reviv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>